ROAMBEYOND - JOURNEY ITINERARY

Green Lake

Trip snapshot

Group size Maximum 16 guests
Departs Mar-May - Oct-Nov
Deposit 10% of total
Overview

Eight days beyond the last road, through rhododendron forest and glacial moraine, to the foot of the world's

third-highest mountain.

Long before the Himalaya became a destination, Sikkim was a hidden land. Sikkimese Buddhists call it a
beyul, a sacred refuge concealed among the peaks, and far in its north, beyond the last villages, lies one of
the range's most secluded trekking routes. The Green Lake Trek follows the Zemu Valley into the sanctuary

of Kanchendzonga, a journey few ever make.

The adventure begins in Gangtok with a day's drive north through terraced farms, cardamom valleys and

Lepcha and Bhutia villages, where prayer flags flutter above monasteries and the road narrows with every
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bend. At Lachen the road ends, and the journey continues on foot, with porters and ponies carrying your
camp. The trail follows the Zemu river through ancient forest of rhododendron, magnolia, oak and silver fir,
hung with wild orchids and drifting in mist. Day by day the forest thins into juniper, dwarf rhododendron and

the yak pastures of Yabuk, where herders still graze their animals under open sky.

Then the landscape changes completely. You enter the moraine of the Zemu Glacier, one of the great rivers
of ice in the Eastern Himalaya, a vast world of boulders, ice and silence at around 15,500 ft. Rising above it
is Siniolchu, over 22,000 ft high and regarded as one of the most beautiful mountains on earth. German
expeditions of the 1930s rested here on their way to the great peaks, and local legend even says that Marco

Polo once halted at the same camp.

Beyond it all stands Kanchendzonga, "the Five Treasures of the Snow," only a few kilometres away. To the
Sikkimese it is a guardian deity, and when climbers first reached the summit in 1955 they stopped just short
of the top out of respect for that belief. Standing at its foot, at 16,195 ft, you will understand why. Green
Lake itself is a modest pond today, but the prize is everything around it: blue-white ice, rock and a sky as

clear as glass.

The valley is also a sanctuary for some of the Himalaya's most elusive animals. Snow leopards roam the high
slopes, herds of bharal (blue sheep) graze on the cliffs above, and red pandas, black bears, Himalayan
monal and blood pheasants live in the forests below. Sightings are never guaranteed, but the tracks, calls

and signs are part of the thrill.

This is a demanding trek, with about 100 km of walking over eight days and a high point above 16,000 ft,
including a rest day for acclimatisation. It rewards those who want something truly remote, with a guide,
cook, porters, tents and every meal arranged, and nothing between you and the mountains but the next

step.

Dates & Prices

Date Price per person Status

Mar-May - Oct-Nov On request Available

Multiple departures each spring and autumn. Land cost is confirmed when you reserve. A deposit holds your space.
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What's Included Not Included

¢ All transportation in the best available jeeps or

Airfares and insurance of any kind

minibuses (other than airfare) Medical immunizations

e Accommodation on twin-sharing basis (singles

Emergency medical costs beyond first aid from
optional, subject to availability) the trip leader

¢ All meals while touring

Laundry, alcohol, gratuities, donations

e Guide, crew, and drivers as per itinerary

Costs from delay or extension due to weather,

e Local permits and entrance fees as per itinerary politics, illness, or transport failure

Guidance on this trip

You travel with Himalayan hosts — not a revolving cast of contractors. Pema and the field team brief every

departure, stay reachable, and introduce you to people they actually know.

Roambeyond - https://dev.roambeyond.com/ - +91-3592-291582
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